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Presidents Message    August 2016 

No official club meetings until September 

Since last November, the club has been attending and participating in the DIA Drone Working Group 

meetings. The most recent meeting was July 8th at DIA and we were there to represent RMSA.  Most of the 

discussion centered around some recent blatant incursions down at Centennial airport.  Some kids were 

flying a drone just off the end of the runway on a golf course.  They were identified but we don’t have any 

information on the outcome of the incident.  Evidently the AMA campaign to educate new drone operators is 

not reaching some people or they just don’t care.    

Funfly August 6th Saturday  

How about a fun fly in August?  Our last one was well attended and many members said they wanted to do it 

again.  How about August 6th Saturday.  Bring out anything that you think you can fly and we’ll make a day 

of it.  The club will cover the expense of drinks and some watermelon.  Bring shade and a chair and lets have 

some fun.  We’ll set up some winches and just enjoy the day.  If you need help with a new or old plane, there 

will be someone who can help you.  

Lenny Keer CD’d another F5J event on July 16th.  This event is becoming very popular and well attended.    

Refer to http://rmsadenver.com/rmsa_google_cal.html  for the latest schedule 

Present membership is 40 members.  Check  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fli5m3B2hEJ_B5ATYzHLI9xdCKxH6rHq_H1plpTrino/edit?pref=

2&pli=1#gid=1418976727 

Respectfully submitted  

Bob Pederson (bpedersn@colomail.com)  

970-532-3437  

http://rmsadenver.com/rmsa_google_cal.html
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fli5m3B2hEJ_B5ATYzHLI9xdCKxH6rHq_H1plpTrino/edit?pref=2&pli=1#gid=1418976727
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Fli5m3B2hEJ_B5ATYzHLI9xdCKxH6rHq_H1plpTrino/edit?pref=2&pli=1#gid=1418976727


July F5J Fun Fly Report – Lenny Keer 
 

 If you didn't make it out for the F5J Fun Fly in July, you missed a fabulous day of electric soaring!  

We had a nice turn out with 7 pilots flying.  (John Hsu would have made it 8 if somebody had not forgotten 

to bring his fuselage.  Not mentioning any names, but the initials are LK!)  The day started cool for July, but 

ended in the 90's.  We had several EZ-UP's set up for shade though, which made it quite comfortable. 

 Models flown were mostly the typical moldies, but Wayne Angevine's built up balsa Bubble Dancer 

again proved very competitive.  Since the winds were light all day, even a Radian could have been a 

formidable model to fly.  Despite the blue skies and sunshine, the air was pretty challenging all day.  The 

thermals were there, but they didn't seem to last long.  It made for some tough flights.  Surprisingly, of the 42 

flight flown, there were only two 10-minute max flights!   

 Jim Rogers set up a winch at one end of the flight line and flew along with the electric models.  The 

Altis V4 was set up properly this time and accurately recorded his winch launch heights.  The winch did not 

cause any issues for the electric flyers, and other than one line break, everything went well. 

 I will not be organizing an F5J event in August, since I'll be out of the country for the F5B Worlds.  

I'll try to organize another Fun Fly September 24
th

 or 25
th

 though.  It will be a good warm up before the 

October F5J contest.  Also, you may want to mark your calendars for December 3/4.  This is the scheduled 

weekend for the big F5J contest in Phoenix.  It is well run, well attended, and a fun weekend. 
 

 

 

 

Name Score Percent Raw Score Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Rnd 5 Rnd 6 Drop

KEER, Lenny 4708.1 100 5440.6 732.5 832.7 1000 1000 1000 875.4 732.5

LOVINS, John 4484.1 95.24 4941.3 899 1000 457.2 1000 786.5 798.6 457.2

ORMSBEE, Bowdie 4132.8 87.78 4397.1 1000 352.7 1000 264.3 780.1 1000 264.3

ROGERS, Jim 4027.8 85.55 4526.2 627.1 745.4 498.4 822.1 1000 833.2 498.4

ROBERTS, Reid 3950.7 83.91 4313.9 1000 667.3 812.2 363.2 471.2 1000 363.2

MARTIN, Bruce 3348.1 71.11 3772.6 424.5 1000 648.1 433.3 594.1 672.6 424.5

ANGEVINE, Wayne 2635 55.97 3028.2 529.5 424.8 565.1 393.2 498.9 616.7 393.2



Using F3KMaster to run a F3K contest 

 

One night in July, Bob Pederson and I got together to set up a networked set of Androids running F3KMaster.  
We wanted to see if you could manage a contest with only the Android devices and a wireless router. 
 
In fairly short order, we were able to successfully get one to host a local contest, run the contest and have 
three other Android phones as clients of the local contest.  The contest master device called the contest and 
the audio was repeated on each of the client devices.  We also added some of the F3K Timers to the mix 
and had everything working on the network together.   
 
If that’s not enough, F3KMaster has some interesting options that can be configured by individual pilots.  
F3KMaster can count up or down as you approach your task time target.  This is an individual pilot 
preference, which can be set on your own device.  The local settings don’t affect how the contest is being 
run.  The setting is local to your device.  So, in this test, we had some devices counting up to the time and 
others counting down to the time targets.  It was somewhat amusing with all of the devices within 3 feet of 
each other, but worked well, nonetheless. 
 

As we ran through the contest, we 
started and stopped our individual 
flight timers using the start/stop 
button on the display.  In actual use, 
you would set your client device up to 
auto start when you launch.  That 
means, that as you rotate, then stop, 
the Android sees that acceleration 
event and starts the task timer.  When 
you land, you shake your Android, and 
the clock stops.  There are sliders in 
F3KMaster to adjust the sensitivity of 
the accelerometers so that you get 
closer to the time.  This does take a 
little fooling around to get your device 
setup to your liking.   
 



As the contest progresses, the client devices 
feed flight times to the contest host, which 
will keep score for you.  So, if it does all that, 
why did we buy the F3KTimers?  Well, the 
timers are independent of the whole process 
and provide another check, per the F3K rules, 
to record the actual time.  It does seem that 
you could run an informal contest letting 
F3KMaster do the timing and scoring without 
needing to use people as timers.  It would be 
interesting to do that as a 2-3 round event to 
see just how the whole thing worked. 
 
The Hardware 
 

We started with a Linksys WRT54G wireless 
router.  The router was setup with a SSID of 
F3K-RMSA.  This device requires a 12V power 
supply, so it’s perfect for battery operation. 
 
We used 4 Android devices.  Three Android Cell Phones and a HP Android Tablet.  We also had two F3K 
Timers and a wireless network adapter. 
 
The Tablet was used to drive our test contest.  The three cell phones were clients of the contest. 
 

The Setup 
 

The first thing we did was to get all of the Android devices connected to the wireless network.  We used the 
“settings” app to connect to the wireless network named “F3K-RMSA”.   This was perhaps the biggest 
challenge.  Once the four devices were connected, the rest worked very well.  (A discussion of some of the 
challenges is deferred to the end of the article.) 
 
We used the Android Tablet to drive the contest.  The tablet was setup with a contest matrix generated by 
F3KScore.  The usual gymnastics are required to get the files exported from F3KScore, onto a SDRAM card, 
then placed appropriately so F3KMaster can find them.  Then, the tasks were manually added to F3KMaster.  
Last, we went to the Contest Menu, and selected the option to “Host a Local Contest”.  
 
Then, we took the three cell phones and, using the Contest Menu, selected the option to “Join a Local 
Contest”.  Each of the phones found the local hosted contest and joined immediately. 
 
From the contest host, we started the contest.  All the client devices indicated that they were in preparation 
time, as did the timer devices.  The contest was called exactly as it would be at the field, except that the 
audio was coming from the individual devices rather than from an audio system attached to the contest 
master.  This setup has the potential to reduce the hardware setup the morning of the contest, assuming 
that all pilots had an Android connected to the network. 
 
To successfully set this up at the field, we’d have to set some time up to get the Android devices connected 
to the network, do some range testing (i.e. how far away from the wireless router can you get?), etc.   
 

The Challenges 



 

When we initially setup the network, some of the devices had already seen wireless network with an SSID of 
F3K (our initial network choice).  The devices wouldn’t connect to this new network device with the same 
name.  We tried to delete the network, which worked in all but the HP Tablet case (I still haven’t figured out 
how to remove that wireless network definition from that device).  Sorting all of that out required the use 
of a laptop to have some visibility into what the wireless router was doing.  Once we got the connectivity 
issue worked out, everything worked very well.    
 
Another challenge …   This makes one more thing that has to be charged before (and perhaps during) the 
contest.  The open question is how would the batteries fare through a full day of F3K contest work.  
Secondary batteries may be necessary.   
 
Poll of F3K Pilots… 
 
Among the F3K Pilots, who has Android devices?  Who doesn’t, but is interested?  Android’s have been 
around long enough that there are some fairly good devices floating around that make good contest clients.  
Family members seem to be a pretty good source for some good working hardware. 
 
Is there interest in setting up a test contest like this to see how this works in practice?  
 
Other Thoughts… 
 
F3KMaster has an F3J option to time thermal duration.  I tried unsuccessfully at F3J of the Rockies to use 
this mode.  Some experimentation could be done here to see if this app could be useful timing of TD flights. 
 
Conclusion 
 
Adrian has a great app here.  It’s a little complicated and takes regular use to become accustomed to it’s 
operation.  That said, he’s done an amazing job of integrating all of the things that we do in a contest into a 
mobile app.  With a little work to get past the initial learning curve, we could have a lot of fun with it.  



- Public welcome – bring own  lawn chairs  

- RC Flying  competition Events  

- Raffle for great RC prizes and scenic flights in a real airplane  

- RC Intro Flights for public with AMA instructor, donations of $5 per flight donation, min age 8 years old.  

- Lunch time RC Flying Demonstration Show  

- Lunch time BBQ, $5 donations  

- AMA membership required for all pilots registration starting 8:30am.  

- Landing Fee donation $10 per pilot             For more information contact:             info@leafrc.com or go to the LEAF                

website: www.leafrc.com  

-  

Location:  LEAF Field at South end of Union Reservoir on CR26,  

Longmont CO  

 
 



Revised contest schedule 

RMSA 2016 Contest Schedule  

Updated 
3/27/2016 
Changes 
In red 

     Date Event Location Description 

 

Thu Feb 18          Sun Feb 21 
F3J in the Desert 

Schnepf Farms, Queen 
Creek, Az. 

  

 Sat Mar 5  Sun Mar 6 F3J in the South Dallas Tx.   

 Sat Mar 5 Pro-Am Contest RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Sun Mar 6 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD Bob Pederson 

 Mar 12 - 13 Arizona Open F3K SAGE Field Marana Az. CD Charles Martin 
 

Sun Mar 20 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD Jim Rogers 

 Sun Apr 3 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Fri Apr 8 and Sat Apr 9th Red Rocks Utah F3K TS Qualifier St. George Ut. CD Jon Lemon 

 Sun Apr 10 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD Reid Roberts 

 Sat Apr 23 Central California F3J     
 May IHLF Handlaunch Poway, Ca   
 Sat May 7 F5J RMSA Club Field CD Lenny Keer 

 Sat May 14 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD TBA 

 Fri May 28     Sun May 30 F3J in the Rockies F3J Tour event RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Sun June 12 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sat June 18 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sun June 25 F3J Chicago   CD  
 Sat July 9 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sun July 10 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 

Sat July 16    Sun July 17 Blue Skies over New Mexico Moriarity, NM   
 

Sat Aug 6 Fun Fly RMSA Club Field 

  Sat Aug 13 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sat Aug 20 Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sun Sept 11 RMSA/PPSS Challenge Cup RMSA Club Field CD Jim Monaco 

 Sat Sept 17   Sun Sept 18 Blue Skies over Colorado F3K RMSA Club Field CD John Lovins 

 Sat Sept 24   Sun Sept 25 Masters Open Contest  Muncie Indiana   
 Sat Oct 9 F5J RMSA Club Field CD Lenny Keer 

 Sun Oct 16 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD  
 Sat Oct 22   Sun Oct 23 F3J Virginia     
 Sun Nov 6th Open Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sun Nov 13 DLG Contest RMSA Club Field CD 

 Sat Nov 12, Sun Nov 13 F3J SOCAL 
 

  Sat Dec 10 RMSA Awards Banquet TBD   
 Note:  Additional contests and regional events may be added as the schedule matures.  Fun Flys at the RMSA field 

will be added after the present schedule is firmed up. 
 



 

Rocky Mountain Soaring Association - 2015 

 

RENEWAL ____     NEW MEMBER _____    SPONSOR ________________________ 

  

Please complete the following information for our records: 
  

Family Memberships - Please make and complete a copy for EACH flying family member!  

  

Name : _______________________________________  Need name badge? Yes  
  

  

Address:               

 Year Joined RMSA:______________ 

  

______________________________________________  Home Phone: ___________________ 
  

______________________________________________  Work Phone: ___________________ 
  

  

AMA #:______________        AMA Contest Director?   Yes   No  
  

AMA Class  Open Youth Family           Birth Date: ___/___/_____ 
  

LSF #: _____LSF LEVEL: ___ NSS #: __________ E-Mail: ___________________________ 
  

RMSA Membership Class Senior Only Senior W/Family Associate  Family 

(Note - Senior W/Family receive THERMALS - other Family members check Family Box)  
  

Non-Flying Family members: _____________________________________________________ 
  

RMSA Competition Class   Novice       Sportsman        Master 
  

RMSA Offices Held ______________________________________________________________ 

  

---------------------------------  MODELS OWNED  ------------------------------- 

PLANE              SPAN      COLOR (Top,Bott.,Fuse)   CLASS (Open,HLG,Std..)  FREQUENCY 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

  

Interests: Sports Flying T/D contests HLG Contests NSS Soar-ins   F3J 

           F3B  X-C contests  Slope contests  Other_____________________ 

  

Past Achievements:______________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

Dues:   $  7.50 New Member Initiation Fee      

   $   7.50 Junior - under 17 

   $ 35.00 Senior - individual 17 and over 

   $ 40.00 Family - any number (same address) 

   $  8.00 Associate (newsletter only) 

 Make checks payable to RMSA 

  

Comments and suggestions are ENCOURAGED! Please include these with your form! 

REMEMBER TO SIGN THE FIELD RULES!!! 
Please send to:  

RMSA  

℅ Mark Howard 

19015 W 62
nd

 Ave 

Golden, Co. 80403 

 

 



 

 

 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOARING ASSOCIATION FIELD RULES 

1. The sod farm operations take precedence over ALL activities.  We use the field at the convenience of the 

owner. 

2. All members will follow ALL instructions from ANY sod farm personnel without question. 

3. When sod farm operations are occurring during a flying session it is OUR responsibility to ensure that 

we will not interfere with operations.  If it is unclear as to what is happening or where they intend to 

mow or work try to talk to workers or management and always move equipment or vacate the premises if 

necessary.  Some workers do not speak very good English – in that case you must make every effort to 

avoid conflict or interference with operations. 

4. Park only in the designated parking areas   Do not park on grass, dirt or roads. 

5. Avoid setting up on newly seeded areas or young grassy areas.  The nice grassy areas are better to land 

on anyway! 

6. Establish a frequency control pole and tag system! Frequency control is to be in effect at all times!! All 

members will post their frequency control tags on the pole and if there are conflicts, please exercise 

safety sense as well as share the flight time. 

7. Parking and pit areas should be as condensed as possible for the safety of launch and landing. 

8. Establish flight line areas for winch launch, high start launch, and hand launch that are separate for the 

sake of launch, flight & landing safety. 

9. Flying over the parking/pit areas at less than 30 feet is prohibited. Doing so in competition WILL result 

in a zero flight score and during R/R flying a disciplinary action by the club. 

10. No aerobatics or speed runs over the parking/pit/Launch/Landing zones. 

11. Do not launch if a plane is circling in a launch zone: vacate the launch zone as soon as possible if 

someone is waiting to launch. 

12. When entering a thermal occupied by other aircraft, enter in the same direction as the first aircraft 

13. Landing aircraft have the right of way! 

14. In the event of no mechanical retriever, please shag your own chute/line for the flight 

15. Please share the usage of club equipment so that all have equal flight time. 

16. Please be courteous and helpful to your fellow flyers as well as informative to all guests/spectators. 

Enjoy yourself and others!! 

17. Absolutely no debris or trash is to be left on the field! Please take it home with you for disposal. 

18. Make sure that your plane and electronics are airworthy before each flight. Exercise good safety sense in 

your flight 

19. The aircraft will have an identification name/address or AMA number on or in the model in case of loss. 

20. You MUST tag your winch/high start spikes or stakes with fluorescent tape so they are easily spotted on 

the field by all concerned. Members may be fined $10 for each stake or nail not so marked.  Previous 

damage to sod farm equipment from spikes left in the ground has made this rule EXTREMELY 

important. 

21. Absolutely no alcoholic beverages will be consumed, prior to or during participation in any model event 

on the flying field. 

 

I understand and will comply with all RMSA field rules: 

 

 

_________________________________________________ 

Signature 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

President: 

Vice President: 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Past President: 

Bob Pederson 

Jim Monaco 

Bob Rice 

Mark Howard 

Jim Monaco 

 

970-532-3437  
970-405-5818 
720-581-3099 

720-273-2208 

303-818-7576 

 

e-mail to:  bpedersn@colomail.com 

e-mail to: mailto:blayne@whistleanddrum.com 

e-mail to:  briceflyer@q.com 

e-mail to:  howard4113@msn.com 

e-mail to: jim@monacocasa.com 
 

Member Support 

Web Site http://www.rmsadenver.com 

 
Directions to Field 

Take I-76 to exit 16. Turn left and follow the frontage road to the stoplight 
and turn east onto 120

th
 eastbound towards the airport.  Take 120

th
 East to 

Tower Rd.   Take 120th east of Tower Rd about 3/4 miles. We fly on the 

North side of 120th which is the SE quadrant of the sod farm. 

Flying for RMSA members and accompanied guests only. 

Chief 

Instructor: 

Field Manager 

Scorekeeper & 

Web master 

Librarian: 

Newsletter: 

 

 

Steve Sunken 

Jim Monaco 

 

Tracy Cochran 

Tony O’Hara 

 

 

303-477-6184 

303-464-9895 

 

303-934-8838 

303-948-2576 

 

 

flyingdogtwo@comcast.net 

jim@monacocasa.com 
 

Tcochran@idcomm.com 

tonyoco@q.com 

 

Winch Master 
Steve Suntkin 
 

Battery Masters 

Skip Miller 

Mike Verzuh 

Cody Remington 

John Lovins 

Jim Rogers 
 

303-477-6184 
 

flyingdogtwo@cs.com 

 

For Winch Use; 
If you are interested in using a club 

winch please contact Mike for the first 

time, and I will insure you have all the 

details for trailer access. Also if you are 

a new member and have not had a 

winch operation and safety briefing we 

will coordinate that. 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Rocky Mountain Soaring Association 

1860 S Vrain St 

Denver CO 80219 
 
Forwarding Address Requested 

 

 

 

First Class Mail 
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