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Thermals 

Newsletter of the Rocky Mountain Soaring Association 
 

November 2006          AMA Chartered Club 1245       Volume XXX  Number 11 
 

President’s Message        Jim Monaco 

Presidents Message 
The cold is rolling in, but there is still plenty of soaring time left.  I hope you get out and take advantage of it.  
I have cancelled the Scienturfic Appreciation and Family Day event.  We were rescheduled twice and I am 
unable to run organize the event myself due to travel. Since we had no volunteers to organize the event in my 
absence we will not have it this year.  I will instead arrange for some gifts for the Sod Farm Staff. 
 

 There have been no volunteers or nominations for President and VP for next year.  I am stepping down after 
several years so we need someone to continue to organize the club activities.  I am not sure what will happen if 
no one steps up, so please consider volunteering for this job. 
 

I will be again organizing the annual banquet for December (yes it’s that time again).  I will likely schedule it 
for Cinzetti’s again unless I hear some complaints or other options are proposed.  I am not against changing the 
venue if you like.  Please let me know your preferences.  I will distribute final details via email and in the 
December newsletter.  Please check the RMSA Calendar and reserve that Sunday morning. 
 

A final task of my presidency is to arrange a gift for the Sod Farm owner to thank him for his generosity.  I will 
be getting him a ticketmaster gift certificate so he can attend the event of his choice. 
 

On a happy note, I am please to let you know that I have always participated in raffles and always said “This is a 
donation, I never win anything”.  I can’t say that anymore!!!  I was informed that I was winner of the raffle held 
by the Canadian F3J team.  I actually purchased ticket number 1 that was drawn as the grand prize winner. (they 
even sent me a video of the drawing…).  The prize??  A brand spanking new Pike Perfect with an Airtronics 
RD8000 radio system.   WOO HOO….   I had just completed my purchased Pike Perfect when the call came. 
 What a sweet ship – and now I have a primary and a backup.  I guess that settles the question of what I am 
campaigning next year! 
 

This is the beginning of the Holiday season and I wish each of you a great holiday and hope you take some time 
off to enjoy it. 
 Jim 
  

Next Meeting:  
Date/Time: Sunday November 12th 

Location: On field after contest 

Program:  
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 1st     HLG Contest       Report 

Our last contest for the HLG season was held on October 1st.  We were once again blessed with a near 
perfect handlaunch day with unseasonably warm temps and light thermal breezes.  Joseph and Jim Newcomb 
joined us for their first contest of the season.  Dave Jenson and brother Garry came out again but this time 
sporting a new XP-4. 

The level of flying continues to improve with the tightest scoring on record for a handlaunch contest.  
Most rounds had near max times for the time slot.  Every throw had to count.  1st to 4th was separated by just 90 
points and Steve was down 125 points in 5th just because he broke his plane in the final round.  Dave and Garry 
were sharing the XP-4 but unfortunately they had airplane issues that forced their retirement after the 1st round.  
The plane exhibited pronounced flutter on launch, but it was the crashes from the receiver getting swamped 
when flying closely over other transmitters that finally toasted a servo.  Their antenna was routed inside the 
carbon boom fuse which might have contributed to the problem. 

Joseph flew brilliantly as usual, but his request to fly the dreaded (at least by me) ladder task finally got 
him.  He ended up a few feet short of the boundary trying to stretch his last ladder flight which cost him 160 
points.  Even winning 5 of the next 6 rounds couldn’t make up the points deficit.  John Lovins flew solidly as 
usual to a close 3rd.  Jim Newcomb impressed all with good flying and air reading.  It seems like just yesterday 
that Jim was launching for Joseph.  Now Joseph is asking if he can throw for his dad 'cause he doesn’t throw 
high enough!  Steve was right in the mix until plane issues in the last round dropped him down.  Dave and Garry 
stayed around to help and learn and vow to come back prepared next year.  They even have been asking about 
other regional contests. 

Build or buy a plane this winter so you too can be ready for the exciting 2007 season! 
Results 

  1   2           4     5     6     7         

Name   

norm 

score   

norm 

score total   

norm 

score total   

norm 

score total   

norm 

score total   

norm 

score total   

norm 

score 

Grand 
Total 

Norm 

Score Place 

John Kappus B 1000 A 965 1965 B 1000 2965 B 1000 3965 B 993 4958 A 1000 5958 A 957 6915 1000 1 

                                              
Joseph 
Newcomb B 857 A 1000 1857 A 1000 2857 A 974 3831 B 1000 4831 B 1000 5831 A 1000 6831 988 2 

                                              

John Lovins B 1000 B 1000 2000 A 926 2926 B 958 3884 B 847 4731 B 883 5614 A 1000 6614 956 3 

                                              

Jim Newcomb A 800 B 983 1783 B 934 2717 B 930 3647 A 956 4603 A 691 5294 B 1000 6294 910 5 

                                              

Steve Suntken A 1000 A 924 1924 B 853 2777 A 1000 3777 A 1000 4777 B 821 5598 B 455 6053 875 4 

                                             

Dave Jensen B 800                                   800 116 6 

                                              

Gary Jensen A 714                                   714 103 7 
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SUNDAY OCTOBER 15th     Open Contest       Report 

The October contest featured the kind of weather we all dream about  for contests.   Perfect.   Thanks to 
everyone who made this such a  perfect event.   Jim for scoring and all of the winchmasters.   This  was 
probably one of our closest contests ever as evidenced by the  scores below.    thanks to everyone for the intense 
competition and  fine camaraderie.   See you in November. 
Shannon 
 

Results 
October Open Contest

Contest Date: 

ID Class Name

Place by 

Class RD 1 RD 2 RD 3 RD 4 RD 5 RD 6 Raw Total

Rounds 

Flown

# Throw 

Outs

Safety 

Penaltys Total

Norm by 

Class

Norm by 

Contest

Place by 

Contest

3 M Joseph Newcomb 1 1000 1000 1000 994.25 1000 999.21 5993.46 6 1 4999.21 1000 1000 1

2 M Cody Remington 2 1000 1000 999.9 996.16 996.28 1000 5992.34 6 1 4996.18 999.39 999.39 2

4 M Skip  Miller 3 999.13 998.67 996.1 1000 994.84 991.91 5980.66 6 1 4988.75 997.91 997.91 3

12 M Bob Lewan 4 1000 1000 991.68 990.39 996.7 1000 5978.77 6 1 4988.38 997.83 997.83 4

11 M Charles Miller 5 992.7 998.57 999.52 993.95 994.82 1000 5979.57 6 1 4986.87 997.53 997.53 5

13 M Dr. Danny Williams6 994.28 998.89 1000 998.76 993.18 984.27 5969.38 6 1 4985.1 997.18 997.18 6

7 M Mike Verzuh 7 987.92 993.51 992.62 1000 1000 855.84 5829.88 6 1 4974.04 994.97 994.97 7

5 M Jim Monaco 8 937.11 998.87 979.95 987 1000 996.87 5899.8 6 1 4962.7 992.7 992.7 8

10 M John Kappus 9 990.56 991.82 1000 983.9 978.88 980.11 5925.27 6 1 4946.4 989.44 989.44 9

6 M Shannon Bingham10 969.08 977.67 270.3 967.61 972.76 952.85 5110.27 6 1 4839.97 968.15 968.15 10

14 M Lenny Keer 11 687.1 996.56 866.54 1000 991 983.58 5524.79 6 1 4837.68 967.69 967.69 11

9 M Byron Blakeslee 12 946.67 958.78 959.63 977.73 903.72 967.06 5713.59 6 1 4809.87 962.13 962.13 12

8 M Chris Keller 13 879.54 639.62 961.58 985.63 971.42 987.12 5424.9 6 1 4785.28 957.21 957.21 13

S #N/A 1

1 S Steve Suntken 1 840.27 840.27 1 1 840.27 1000 168.08 14  
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SUNDAY NOVEMBER 12th     Open Contest       CD Jim Monaco 

REGISTRATION   8:30 AM    Seniors $5.00 Juniors $3.00 
PILOTS MEETING  9:00 AM 
FIRST FLIGHT   Flying as soon after as possible 

TASKS:      Standard T1 Thermal Duration  

Landing:      AMA landing tapes 

Scoring:      
Times to be announced before each round 
  

Battery Masters - Please be sure to have your batteries at the field by 8:45 AM and “topped-up” charged 
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RMSA 2006 STANDINGS (YTD) 

Please check that your out of town contest data is the correct one.  No changes will be allowed 
after the November contest date. (Nov 12th) 

Mar Pl Apr Pl May Pl SSF PL June Pl F3JR Pl July Pl Aug Pl Sep Pl Oct Pl Nov Pl

Nat.

Lvl. Name Best 6 Place

Prev 

Pts

Prev 

Wins

06 

Pts

06 

Wins

Tot 

Pts

Total 

Wins Promo

Masters
Bob Lewan 1000.00 905.35 999.04 988.71 997.47 1000.00 997.83 5983.05 1
Mike Verzuh 920.93 1000.00 968.05 999.67 986.52 987.16 994.97 985.61 SWC 5953.93 2
Skip Miller 925.81 998.22 970.90 1000.00 998.99 997.91 980.82 SWC 5946.84 3
Joseph Newcomb 904.80 938.83 1000.00 972.84 998.87 831.65 1000.00 988.01 SWC 5898.55 5
Cody Remington 936.42 919.41 999.83 614.38 973.79 996.80 999.39 1000.00 F3JWC 5906.23 4
Jim Monaco 883.84 776.09 580.78 940.44 972.57 1000.00 989.81 992.70 944.06 SWC 5839.58 6
Dr. Dan Williams 971.64 870.60 918.11 996.59 979.62 997.18 5733.74 7
John Kappus 924.39 967.26 998.72 911.06 919.41 989.44 5710.28 8
Charlie Miller 853.04 869.10 885.31 997.02 971.97 997.53 910.50 SWC 5631.43 9
Lenny Keer 793.39 636.82 920.97 823.91 954.20 967.69 5096.98 10
Shannon Bingham 892.66 968.15 879.74 SWC 2740.55 11
Bob Vixie 694.31 996.22 955.25 SWC 2645.78 12
Byron Blakeslee 965.64 962.13 1927.77 13
Don Ingram 910.88 801.13 1712.01 14
Bob Moffett 767.72 836.29 1604.01 15
Tom Gressman 984.20 984.2 16
John Padilla 817.37 817.37 17
George Blair 724.98 724.98 18
Jim Barr 702.22 702.22 19
Mark Howard 337.59 SWC 337.59 20
Bob Avery 21
Bob Rice 21
Dusty Miller 21
Jack Zika 21
Phil Jones 21
Rich O'Connell 21

21

Sportsman
Steve Suntken 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 1 1000.00 1000.00 1000.00 6000 1 4 1 4 1
Jim Newcomb 269.26 3 183.05 452.31 2 10 1 10 1
Ryan O'Hara 367.71 2 367.71 3 3 3
Chris Miller 4 1 1
Chuck Stasek 4 6 1 6 1
Daniel Kuik 4
Danny Dermer 4 4 1 4 1
Peter Baur 4 1 1
Wayne Hollenbeck 4 4 1 4 1

4
4

NOVICE
Jim Asbury 751.15 751.15 1
Tony O'Hara 2 1 1
Brad Riegler 2 2 2
John Jaugilas 2
Steve Whitaker 2

2

2006 Open Standings
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For Sale 
Pike Superior X-tail.  Supra white/red  
 

Contact Tom Gressman 
303-979-8073 or at tgressman@aol.com 

After the worlds sale--pro level stuff 
  
1.ready to fly Sharon pro  3.7,(has "skip miller" molded into wing).. flown on short hi start plug and play 1250 
perfect all Volz.....a masters winner!!! 
  
2. lucky yelo red superior, carbon 80 center /68 tips plug and play (made the team with this one) scratch free  
1350 
  
3. 2 tempests v-tail mh 32, one tree ding(3 inches and repaired, plug and play 850 and 650..unsung model --very 
cool 2 piece removable vtails MH32 airframes are $1095! 
  
4. space pro with tow hook in the right spot, scratch free, plug and play  $950(airframe is 1095)  
  
All above models have $300-$400 in servos in them and are all "Lenny or Skip built"..you do the math 
  
RMSA MEMBERS ONLY DEALS 
  
1. XANTIPA  2  X Tail ..the only one in the universe, beautiful 3.7 meter, just got last week mh32, 3.44 M 
model will sell for $1175, but will sell to club member for $975, if I am allowed to fly it. He made the x-tail 
specifically for skipmillermodels  2200g  
  
2. RES VISALIA WINER TOPAZ kits $425(norm 639) for Reg  (2 avail) and $495(norm 779) for 
Topaz L(3avail)...these are well below cost...and you can go beat up on PERFECTS and ESPADAS with them  
AND if you go to PHEONIX  you can fly TWO Classes!!! 
 

Contact Skip Miller 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Renewal Reminder 
It’s time to renew your memberships. Renew with the application in this newsletter, 

(below) 
Or on-line at http://www.rmsadenver.com 
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Rocky Mountain Soaring Association - 2007  

 
RENEWAL ____     NEW MEMBER _____    SPONSOR ________________________ 

  

Please complete the following information for our records: 
  
Family Memberships - Please make and complete a copy for EACH flying family member!  
  
Name : _______________________________________  Need name badge? Yes  
  
  

Address:                Year Joined RMSA:______________ 
  
______________________________________________  Home Phone: ___________________ 
  

______________________________________________  Work Phone: ___________________ 
  
  

AMA #:______________        AMA Contest Director?   Yes   No  
  

AMA Class  Open Youth Family           Birth Date: ___/___/_____ 
  

LSF #: _____LSF LEVEL: ___ NSS #: __________ E-Mail: ___________________________ 
  

RMSA Membership Class  Senior Only  Senior W/Family  Associate  Family 
(Note - Senior W/Family receive THERMALS - other Family members check Family Box)  
  

Non-Flying Family members: _____________________________________________________ 
  

RMSA Competition Class   Novice       Sportsman        Master 
  

RMSA Offices Held ______________________________________________________________ 
  

---------------------------------  MODELS OWNED  ------------------------------- 
PLANE              SPAN      COLOR (Top,Bott.,Fuse)   CLASS (Open,HLG,Std..)  FREQUENCY 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
  

  
Interests: Sports Flying T/D contests HLG Contests NSS Soar-ins   F3J 
           F3B  X-C contests  Slope contests  Other_____________________ 
  
Past Achievements:______________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
Dues:  $  7.50 New Member Initiation Fee      
   $  5.00 Junior - under 17 
   $ 25.00 Senior - individual 17 and over 
   $ 30.00 Family - any number (same address) 
   $  8.00 Associate (newsletter only) 
 Make checks payable to RMSA 
  
Comments and suggestions are ENCOURAGED! Please include these with your form! 

REMEMBER TO SIGN THE FIELD RULES!!! 
Please send to: RMSA 

℅ Bob Rice 
1123 S. Oakland St. 
Aurora, CO 80012 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN SOARING ASSOCIATION FIELD RULES 
1. The sod farm operations take precedence over ALL activities.  We use the field at the convenience of 

the owner. 

2. All members will follow ALL instructions from ANY sod farm personnel without question.   

3. When sod farm operations are occurring during a flying session it is OUR responsibility to ensure that 
we will not interfere with operations.  If it is unclear as to what is happening or where they intend to 
mow or work try to talk to workers or management and always move equipment or vacate the premises 
if necessary.  Some workers do not speak very good English – in that case you must make every effort to 
avoid conflict or interference with operations. 

4. Park only in the designated parking areas   Do not park on grass, dirt or roads. 
5. Avoid setting up on newly seeded areas or young grassy areas.  The nice grassy areas are better to land 

on anyway! 
6. Establish a frequency control pole and tag system! Frequency control is to be in effect at all times!! All 

members will post their frequency control tags on the pole and if there are conflicts, please exercise 
safety sense as well as share the flight time. 

7. Parking and pit areas should be as condensed as possible for the safety of launch and landing. 
8. Establish flight line areas for winch launch, high start launch, and hand launch that are separate for the 

sake of launch, flight & landing safety. 
9. Flying over the parking/pit areas at less than 30 feet is prohibited. Doing so in competition WILL result 

in a zero flight score and during R/R flying a disciplinary action by the club. 
10. No aerobatics or speed runs over the parking/pit/Launch/Landing zones. 
11. Do not launch if a plane is circling in a launch zone: vacate the launch zone as soon as possible if 

someone is waiting to launch. 
12. When entering a thermal occupied by other aircraft, enter in the same direction as the first aircraft  
13. Landing aircraft have the right of way! 
14. In the event of no mechanical retriever, please shag your own chute/line for the flight 
15. Please share the usage of club equipment so that all have equal flight time. 
16. Please be courteous and helpful to your fellow flyers as well as informative to all guests/spectators. 

Enjoy yourself and others!! 
17. Absolutely no debris or trash is to be left on the field! Please take it home with you for disposal. 
18. Make sure that your plane and electronics are airworthy before each flight. Exercise good safety sense in 

your flight 
19. The aircraft will have an identification name/address or AMA number on or in the model in case of loss. 
20. You MUST tag your winch/high start spikes or stakes with fluorescent tape so they are easily spotted on 

the field by all concerned. Members may be fined $10 for each stake or nail not so marked.  Previous 
damage to sod farm equipment from spikes left in the ground have made this rule EXTREMELY 
important. 

21. Absolutely no alcoholic beverages will be consumed, prior to or during participation in any model event 
on the flying field. 

 
I understand and will comply with all RMSA field rules: 
 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Signature 
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2006 RMSA Contest/Event Calendar (Revised 6-2-06) 
Date Type CD Name/Notes 

January 21 Combo (PPSS) Joel Zellmer Fun Fly  

February 7 RMSA Meeting      

February 11-12     SWC - Phoenix 

February 26 Combo (PPSS) Bob Avery Snow Fly  

March 5 Pro/Am  Jim Monaco   

March 7 RMSA Meeting Jim Monaco    

March 19 Open* Mike Verzuh   

March 25 Combo (PPSS) Chris Keller March Madness  

April 4 RMSA Meeting      

April 9 Open* Don Ingram     

April 23 Combo (PPSS)  Mike Fritz  Humps and Bumps 

May 2 RMSA Meeting      

May 7 Open* Bob Moffett    

May 13 HLG** John Kappus   SATURDAY 

May 20 Electric John Read Watts O Fun  

May 27-28 F3J in the Rockies* Jim Monaco  

June 3-4     IHLG - California Event 

June 6 RMSA Meeting      

June 11 Open* Steve Suntken F3J with winches 

June 17 F5J Electric Steve Suntken Electric - SATURDAY 

June 24 HLG** John Kappus   Saturday 

June 25 Scale Aero tow Lenny Keer Scale fun-fly-optional duration challenge 

June 25 Combo (PPSS) Dave Kurth  Memorial 

July 5 RMSA Meeting      

July 9 Open*  Mike Verzuh   F3J with winches 

July 16 HLG** John Kappus    

July 21-28     Soaring NATS - Muncie ID 

July 22 Combo (PPSS) Greg Tarcza  Height O' the Season 

July 28-Aug 5 F3J WC   Martin Slovakia 

August 1 RMSA Meeting      

August 13 Open* +2m + RES Dr Dan Combination event 

August 19 Combo (PPSS) Greg Tarcza Howling Coyote (night fly) 

August 20 HLG** John Kappus    

August 26 F5J Steve Suntken  Electric -SATURDAY 

September 5 RMSA Meeting      

September 10 Open* Bob Rice  Colorado Challenge Cup 

Sept. 22-24 MoM   Masters of Soaring (Muncie) 

September 24 Combo (PPSS)  Bob Avery  Soar Bash  

October 1 HLG** John Kappus    

October 7-8     Visalia Fall Fest 

October 3 RMSA Meeting      

October 15 Open* Shannon Bingham   

October 21 Scienturfic Appreciation Day Cancelled for 2006 

October 21 Combo (PPSS) Joel Zellmer  Witches Brew  

November 12 RMSA Meeting     After competition 

November 12 Open* Jim Monaco   

November 19 Combo (PPSS)  John Read  Turkey Shoot  

December 3 RMSA Banquet      

*Club Open points contest (Best 6 Scores)       
**Club HLG points contest (Best 3 including the PPSS HLG event) 
Italics indicates PPSS events held at their location in COS 
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2006 Board Members 
 

 
 President: 

Vice President: 
Secretary:  
Treasurer:   

Past President:  

Jim Monaco 
Mike Verzuh 
Bob Rice  
John Pearson  
Dr. Danny Williams 

(303) 464-9895 
(970) 532-0638 
(303) 745-5629 
(303) 306-6800 
(303) 903-2291 

JimMonaco@earthlink.net 
mailto:mike@verzuh.com 
mailto:briceflyer@comcast.net 
mailto:JTP1006@earthlink.net 
drdandc@juno.com 

Member Support 
http://www.rmsadenver.com 
Chief  
Instructor: 
Librarian: 
Newsletter: 

 
Mike Verzuh 
Tracy Cochran 
Tony O’Hara 
 

 
(970) 532-0638 
 (303) 934-8838 
(303) 948-2576 
 

 
(303) 505-9488 (Pager) 
Tcochran@idcomm.com 
tonyoco@peoplepc.com 
 

 
Winch Master 
Mike Verzuh 
 

Battery Masters 
Bob Lewan 
Skip Miller 
Jim Monaco 
Cody and Hal 
Remington 
Joseph and Jim 
Newcomb 
Steve Suntken (Temp) 
Mike Verzuh 
 

 (970) 532-0638 
  

mailto:mike@verzuh.com 

 

For Winch Use; 
If you are interested in using a club 
winch please contact Mike for the first 
time, and I will insure you have all the 
details for trailer access. Also if you 
are a new member and have not had a 
winch operation and safety briefing we 
will coordinate that. 

 
 

 

Directions to Field 
Take I-76 to exit 16. Turn left and follow the frontage road to the 
stoplight and turn east onto 120th eastbound towards the airport.  
Take 120th East to Tower Rd.   Take 120th east of Tower Rd about 
3/4 miles. We fly on the North side of 120th which is the SE 
quadrant of the sod farm. 

Flying for RMSA members and accompanied guests only. 

 
 

 
 

Rocky Mountain Soaring Association  
1123 S. Oakland St 
Aurora CO 80012 
 
Forwarding Address Requested 
 

First Class Mail 

 


